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Taylor & Francis makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of all the information (the "Content") contained in the publications on our platform. However, Taylor & Francis, our agents, and our licensors make no representations or warranties whatsoever as to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability for any purpose of the Content. Any opinions and views expressed in this publication are the opinions and views of the authors, and are not the views of or endorsed by Taylor & Francis. The accuracy of the Content should not be relied upon and should be independently verified with primary sources of information. Taylor and Francis shall not be liable for any losses, actions, claims, proceedings, demands, costs, expenses, damages, and other liabilities whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly or indirectly in connection with, in relation to or arising out of the use of the Content. This article may be used for research, teaching, and private study purposes. Any substantial or systematic reproduction, redistribution, reselling, loan, sub-licensing, systematic supply, or distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden. Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at http:// www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions Plants and soils are the base for sustainably surviving human beings on the globe as the role of materials, energy, resources and environment Shao et al. , 2009 Shao et al. , 2010 Shao et al. , 2012a Liu & Shao 2010; Ruan et al. 2010; Xu et al. 2010 Xu et al. , 2012 Shao 2012; Huang et al. 2013 ). This topic has been extensively investigated for 100 years with more achievements in many sectors and practical signifi cance in conducting high-efficient agriculture and eco-environmental construction. The plant -soil corresponding relationship is the core issue of this topic, which has been given much attention for the past 30 years (Wu et al. 2007 (Wu et al. , 2010 Zhang et al. 2011 Xu et al. 2012 Xu et al. , 2013 . In practice, the key issue of agriculture is how to coordinate the best relationship between plants and soil for higher production and better quality and sustainable development. With global climate change intensify ing, the topic has been the target for scientists and managers in different areas and disciplines (Shao 2012; Shao et al. 2012a,b; Yan et al. 2013a,b; Shi et al. 2013) .
China with one-fifth of the global population and the largest-scale agricultural output in the world has met more serious challenges for food, resources, energy, eco-environment and sustainable develop ment. The situation is urgent, especially because of larger scale of urbanization in China. The Chinese government has initiated more larger and sustained study projects or programmes such as National Major Basic Research Program of China (973 Project), National Hi-tech Development Plan (863 Project), National Sci-tech Supporting Plan and National Natural Science Foundation of China, in which regional governments also set up many projects. With sustainable support, China has witnessed more important advances in the research of plant and soil, in particular the plant-soil interaction for the past 20 years. Considering the current situation in China, and responding to the invitation of Editor-in-Chief, Professor Blasi of Plant Biosystems (an international journal dealing with all aspects of plant biology: official journal of the Societa Botanica Italiana), we organized this Special Section 'Recent study on plant -soil interactions in China' for providing important references for global plant-soil interacting science, biology, environmental science and technol ogy, soil science, agricultural science and so on. All invited 12 submissions have been accepted on the basis of the regular peer-reviewing process with the help of editing by Editorial Office. These 12 papers will be published in two parts, each including six 
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